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It really takes many volunteers with all kinds of gifts, to keep 
the gears turning in our church. There are those who 

lector, serve as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
and use their musical talents to give glory to God. 

One ministry some may not consider is our Church 
Cleaners Ministry. Of course, we all know it is important to 
keep the Lord’s house clean and welcoming. 

In fact, Donna Freeman had never considered who 
keeps our church clean until she signed up for the ministry 
herself. She grew up as a parishioner here and has 
received all her sacraments in our parish. 

After expressing interest on her stewardship renewal 
commitment card, she was contacted to start cleaning. 
Currently, the cleaners choose one week, during which 
they are tasked with light cleaning duties. They clean doors and windows, dust, 
vacuum and do light cleaning on the bathroom, on a day in that week. Donna 
usually goes in the morning when the rest of her family is at school and work. It 
takes her about two hours, or sometimes a bit longer, to complete the tasks. 
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Jennifer Blazejack helps keep our parish 
clean. A volunteer comes weekly to 
complete various cleaning tasks.
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The liturgical year is such a gift to us. As we approach 
the beginning of Lent at the end of February, and 

as we begin our Lenten journey by reflecting on the life 
of Christ, we have the opportunity to consider the most 
sublime events in the history of mankind. Of these events, 
perhaps none is more beautiful and worthy of contempla-
tion than the one we are about to commemorate — Jesus’ 
sacrifice of Himself for us on the Cross.

It is fitting and, at the same time, paradoxical. It is 
fitting that God should do it, because only an infinite God 
could rid us of the infinite debt we owed by our sin. It is 
paradoxical that He not only did it, but wanted to do it 
out of pure love for us, His lowly creatures. What is Jesus 
trying to show us? Even more staggering, what is He really 
asking when He exhorts us, in turn, to take up our cross 
and follow Him?

Jesus freely gave His life for the Church, and He calls 
us to do the same. Some of us may, in fact, give our entire 
lives for the Church. But for most of us, this giving takes 
place by a series of daily actions, both large and small, 
of Christ-like, sacrificial love — specifically, by giving our 
time, talent and treasure for the good of the Church. Yet, 
by joining these actions with His, we have the chance to 
participate in that very same sacrifice. This month, let us 
take the time to examine our hearts and actions in light of 
Jesus’ as we journey with Him toward the Cross.

Jesus gave Himself unselfishly and excessively. 
Consider the manner of His sacrifice — one drop of 

Christ’s blood would have been more than sufficient 
to save the entire human race, and yet Our Lord Jesus 
chose to shed every last bit. From start to finish, Jesus 
showed us by His passion that He wanted to do more 
than what was merely sufficient. If there was more He 
could give, He gave it. He never stopped to count the 
cost or to look for what He could get in return.

Jesus made His sacrifice a supreme act of love for 
the Church. 

Counter-cultural even to this day, Jesus actually 
upheld sacrifice as desirable — the most perfect way 
to show our love: “No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn. 15:13). In 
His infinite wisdom, Jesus now offers this path to us as 
the way to holiness: “If anyone wishes to come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me” (Lk. 9:23).

Jesus gave Himself willingly and even joyfully. 
“No one takes [My life] from me, but I lay it down 

on my own. I have power to lay it down, and power to 
take it up again” (Jn. 10:18). At the first Eucharist, Je-
sus even went so far as to say, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you” (Lk. 22:15). Needless to 
say, the Passover sacrifice to which Jesus referred was 
not a symbolic one, but was in fact His very Body and 
Blood He would give for us through the sacrifice of the 
Cross.

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts 
more like Yours.

A Lenten Stewardship Prayer

“O my God, teach me to be generous:
to serve You as You deserve to be served;
to give without counting the cost;
to fight without fear of being wounded;
to work without seeking rest;
and to spend myself without expecting any reward,
but the knowledge that I am doing Your Holy will.”

— St. Ignatius of Loyola

Stewardship
of theCross
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Making a Lenten commitment 
is simple. Keeping it is 

the difficult part! The Lenten 
commitments we make ourselves 
are frequently a lot like New Year’s 
resolutions — they sound good, but 
we don’t get far into the new year 
before they’ve been broken and 
then abandoned.

If you are like me, you approached 
Ash Wednesday with the intention 
of doing better than you did last 
year. But as Lent continues, our 
enthusiasm may wane, and it seems 
harder and harder to keep our commitment. And then 
we begin to wonder, “What’s the point?” 

Often, we realize we’ve already broken our 
commitment in some way — perhaps we decided we’d 
pray a decade of the Rosary every evening, but we 
were too tired one night or simply forgot. Maybe we 
slipped up and ate a cheeseburger on the first Friday 
in Lent, even though we know that all Fridays in Lent 
are days of abstinence from meat. So we conclude that 
we just can’t keep a good Lenten commitment and 
give up trying to make it a special season in any way.

If you’re tempted to give up, don’t do it! Just 
pick up where you left off, ask God for forgiveness, 
and begin again. Our Lenten commitments should 
challenge us, and we can grow spiritually. We can even 
benefit from our failures if they help us better realize 
how much we need God’s grace.

After all, nothing worthwhile is accomplished 
without discipline and structure. Whether it’s a football 
player in training, a musician practicing or a medical 
student mastering the intricacies of the human body, 
hard work, discipline and even frustration will be part 

of the process. Only those who keep 
at it will master the skills those 
activities demand.

The spiritual life follows the 
same principles. Spiritual growth 
requires hard work, discipline and 
practice. Making our wills conform 
to God’s will is the result of repeated 
efforts over a period of years.

It is true that sometimes 
we must reevaluate our Lenten 
commitments. If we are aware 
we’re consistently failing in some 
way, we may need to modify how 

we approach our commitment. Above all, the key to 
success is our steady, day-to-day observance of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving all through the season.

But when we do fail, we should remember the 
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). He had failed miserably. 
Suppose he had concluded, “I’ve blown it. I rejected 
my father and my home. There’s no way I can go 
back.” He’d have given up in despair. But “coming to 
his senses,” he decides to return home in penitence, to 
be a servant. When he arrives home, he is welcomed 
with joy and restored to his position.

This parable sets forth the pattern we should 
follow when we fail in our Lenten commitments. 
Begin our observance again, and keep up our Lenten 
journey, eventually arriving at the joys of Easter. God 
our Father will welcome us. Then we will indeed be 
ready to celebrate.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

A Steward’s Guide to Lenten Commitments
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

MAR/APR 2020
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When a person is sick or homebound, it’s easy 
for them to feel disconnected from the 

parish. Physically prevented from attending Mass or 
participating in parish events, they can feel forgotten 
or alone — separated from the community they once 
faithfully served. This is why parishioner Carol Evans is 
so excited to help start the new Ministry of Loneli-
ness here at St. John the Baptist Parish.

“We don’t want these people to 
feel forgotten,” Carol says. “We 
want them to know that there are 
people out there that care about 
them and that they are still a 
valued member of the commu-
nity. My hope is to be able to 
do that along with my fellow 
volunteers.”

Carol’s inspiration for the 
ministry came from reading an 
article in AARP The Magazine 
about Great Britain’s newly 
appointed Minister for Loneliness. 
In it, the article outlines the rise 
of loneliness in our culture particularly 
amongst the elderly and those restricted to their 
homes. Having recently retired herself after a career 
dedicated to caregiving, Carol felt that this ministry 
would be a way she could use her own experience 
and time for the good of others.

“I thought this was something I could maybe start 
in our church and just see if there are people in our 

parish who need this kind of service,” Carol says. “My 
hope is to provide them with more socialization and 
just to see how it goes.”

Already, several parishioners have expressed an 
interest in joining our team of volunteers. Their plan 
is to begin scheduling visits with the parish elderly, 

shut-ins, and those who have expressed a desire for 
company. Ministers will come to chat, share 

light refreshments, and form relation-
ships with these individuals. In the 

process they’ll help remind our 
sick and homebound brothers and 
sisters how truly loved by and 
connected they still are to the 
church community.

“I hope to organize it so 
that we are maybe visiting with 
them two times a month or so,” 

Carol says. “We’ll go in and just 
do different things, whether it’s 

having coffee, bringing dessert, 
playing cards and trivia games, or 

just talking together about our families. 
This will probably be an hour or so and it’s 

just meant to help them feel more a part of the 
community.”

St. Teresa of Calcutta once stated that the spiritual 
poverty of the Western World was far greater than 
the physical poverty she had witnessed in the slums 
of India. She said, “You in the West have millions 
of people who suffer such terrible loneliness and 

“I think this 
is what Jesus would 

want us to do. I just hope 
that we can bring joy for 

those out there that need it — 
that we’ll be able to listen to and 
allow them to talk about things 
going on in their family, their 
health or whatever, and just 

to be able to show them 
compassion.”

 — Carol Evans

Bringing Compassion and Joy
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emptiness. They feel unloved and unwanted. These 
people are not hungry in the physical sense, but they 
are in another way. They know they need something 
more than money, yet they don’t know what it is.” 
Carol hopes to help combat this gnawing loneliness 
permeating or society through this new ministry.

“I think this is what Jesus would want us to do,” 
Carol says. “I just hope that we can bring joy for those 
out there that need it — that we’ll be able to listen to 
and allow them to talk about things going on in their 
family, their health or whatever, and just to be able to 
show them compassion.”

MAR/APR 2020

Through the New Ministry of  Loneliness

“This was a ministry that I knew I could do, and I 
have a slot of time for,” Donna says. 

Given that she has a job with later hours, Donna 
knew this ministry would be a good fit for her. 

“This isn’t a glamorous ministry and it’s not 
something I need everyone to know I do,” Donna says. 
“But it does make me feel good. If you are going to 
clean, why not clean the church?” 

In particular, Donna appreciates coming to Mass 
on Sundays and knowing the church is clean and 
hospitable to visitors and parishioners. Although she’s 
been serving in this way for less than a year, she has 
enjoyed it so far and appreciates the opportunity to 
get to know the parish staff better. 

Donna says this work is very meaningful for her, 
since keeping the church clean is so important. It 
also gives her a chance for some much needed 
quiet time, using her mornings spent cleaning 

to reminisce about receiving her sacraments or 
watching her children receive the sacraments. 
Different areas of our parish also offer reminders 
of good memories. 

In the summer, Donna plans to enlist her son’s help 
to get the job done even quicker.

“This ministry fills such a need, and it’s very simple,” 
Donna says. “We want to keep God’s house clean.” 

Church Cleaners Ministry  continued from front cover

Currently, the Church Cleaners Ministry 
rotates on a weekly schedule.

The ministry would love to add more 
volunteers to the rotation. If you would 

like to learn more, or to volunteer, please 
contact the parish office at 815-498-2010. 

If you are interested in learning more about or joining the
Ministry of Loneliness, please contact Carol Evans at 331-999-2874.

Compassion and Joy
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“Giving alms to the poor is a witness to fraternal 
charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to 

God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2462).
During the seasons of Advent and Lent, it is not 

uncommon to hear about fasting, prayer and almsgiving. 
Most of us are familiar with at least two of the three 
penitential practices — prayer and fasting. We engage in 
prayer each day, while fasting becomes a regular part of 
our Lenten routines. 

But what is almsgiving? 
It is simply giving to those less fortunate than 

ourselves. This can be through donations of canned goods 
to the local food pantry, spare change to the Salvation 
Army during the Christmas season, or even through 
person-to-person contact with the poor.

This Lent, if your family has not regularly engaged 
in almsgiving, consider making a change. Search for 
opportunities to serve the poor and vulnerable, making 
their lives easier — even if in a small way. 

Things to do with your family:
1.Place a coffee can in a prominent place in your home, 
and commit to filling it with loose change throughout the 
week. Then, donate the money to a local charity.
2. The next time you shop for groceries, buy a few extra 
canned goods and donate them to a food pantry or food bank.
3. Research a charity that works with the poor, and make 
a commitment to regularly give to that organization. 
4. Resolve to never judge those who are less fortunate, 
and teach your children the same.

F R O M  T H E  C AT E C H I S M

What isAlmsgiving?

This Lent, if your family has not regularly engaged in almsgiving, 
consider making a change. Search for opportunities to serve the poor 
and vulnerable, making their lives easier — even if in a small way.
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What if there was a way to enjoy your hobbies, 
build relationships with fellow parishioners 

and serve your community — all at the same time? 
For those who like to use his or her creative talents 
in quilting, there is!

Parishioner and parish housekeeper Mary Rohrer 
began quilting as a child, learning the craft from 
her grandmother.

“I started quilting through my grandmother’s 
quilting bees,” says Mary, recalling the memory. “I 
threaded needles for the ladies.”

Several years ago, Mary joined the St. John 
the Baptist quilting ministry. Today, she serves as 
the coordinator. For the past 15 years, the group 
has been gathering to make quilts to comfort and 
offer prayers and support to those who are sick and 
mothers experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. 

Each quilt is sent along with a prayer that reads, 
“There are prayers stitched in every square for 
comfort, encouragement, love, and hope for your 
safety and well-being. When you feel lonely or need 
comfort, reach for me. You are not alone.  God and 
our prayers are with you always.”

The group gathers every Thursday morning, from 
9-11 a.m. in the parish basement to work on their 

quilting projects. For those who participate, this 
ministry is a way to use gifts and talents to share 
God’s love with those in need, regardless of the 
details of their circumstances. The participants hope 
that the quilts, made with love and prayer, will serve 
as a reminder of God’s care, as well as the care of 
our parish family. 

“Our work of art is their comfort and prayer 
from us,” Mary says. “They come to know God’s 
love and a beautiful reminder of our prayers 
through the quilts.”

Those who are involved in the ministry also 
enjoy gathering each week to work together, share 
a new stitch, enjoy conversation and learn from 
one another. 

“Quilting is a great therapy and a beautiful art,” 
Mary says. “We are a group who loves to share our 
talent with others. We have fun learning from each 
other new tricks and ideas on quilting.”

Mary encourages other quilters in the parish to 
consider joining the group. Donations of fabric are 
also welcome and appreciated.

“Anyone who loves to sew is welcome to join 
us to design, sew and quilt for the sick,” Mary 
says. “Just stop in and check us out. We have also 

Mending One Heart at a Time 

The Quilting Ministry

“Quilting is a great therapy and a beautiful art. We are a group 
who loves to share our talent with others. We have fun learning

 from each other new tricks and ideas on quilting.” — Mary Rohrer

continued on back cover



320 S. Depot Street
PO Box 276
Somonauk, IL 60552
Phone: 815-498-2010
www.stjbsom.org

Mass Times
Saturdays 5:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
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Adoration
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with Benediction 9:00 p.m.
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Return Service Requested

accepted fabric donations from many families 
after their loved one has passed, or from ladies 
who are downsizing their fabric stash. All gifts are 
greatly appreciated.”

Mary hopes that people will reach out to the 
group if they have a loved one who is sick and in 
need of prayers and a reminder of God’s love. 

“If anyone knows someone that is sick or would 
like or need a comfort quilt, we would be happy 
to see that they receive one of our quilts,” Mary 
says. “From the ‘thank you’ notes we have received, 
people consider our service to the community a 
wonderful gift of love.”

The Quilting Ministry  continued from page 7
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If you would like more information on 

becoming involved in our Mending One 

Heart at a Time quilting ministry, or if 

you know someone who is ill and would 

benefit from receiving a quilt, please 

contact Mary Rohrer at the parish office, 

815-498-2010 or 815-498-9095. 

http://www.stjbsom.org

